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Executive Director of the Missouri Humanities Council Announces Retirement
September 23, 2009 (St. Louis, MO) – The Missouri Humanities Council, a non-profit organization dedicated to creating deep appreciation and engagement in the humanities in collaboration with Missouri museums, libraries, educators and families, announces the retirement of executive director Michael Bouman after a distinguished career leading the Missouri Humanities Council and other humanities-focused groups. The board of the Missouri Humanities Council will begin a nationwide search for a new director to plan for his retirement date effective May 15, 2010. 
“It has been thrilling to develop programs that mean so much to families, teachers, libraries, and museums. The thrill is meeting people everywhere who really want to make a difference in the lives of others,” says Michael Bouman, executive director of the Missouri Humanities Council. “I am proud of my colleagues and board of directors, but also need to consider my six new grandchildren as a consequence of my remarriage in July, and I am looking forward to investing myself fully in family life.”
Michael Bouman has served as the executive director of the Missouri Humanities Council since 1995. Prior to the Missouri Humanities Council, he entered the field of state humanities councils in 1977 when he left a position as Head of the Music Division at the College of Santa Fe to become Assistant Director of the Vermont Humanities Council.  In 1980 that council became interested in the health of museums, and in 1982 Michael served as Director of a Governor’s Conference on Vermont’s Heritage.  He later served on the Vermont Statehood Bicentennial Commission in 1991 and was honored by the Living History Association for his work to bring its members into more positive association with professional historians. 
“Michael Bouman is unquestionably the most articulate, eloquent spokesperson for the humanities that I have ever known in the course of my association with three state humanities councils.  Under Michael’s leadership, the Missouri Humanities Council has expanded its scope of services and has made a lasting difference in the lives of individuals as well as communities through creative programming in family reading, museum and library services, Chautauqua presentations, National History Day, and an emphasis on intercultural understanding,” says Marianne E. Inman, Missouri Humanities Board Chair and President of Central Methodist University. “Michael’s passion for the humanities has inspired the MHC board as well as our multiple constituents to attain new heights in imagining a better informed, more knowledgeable citizenry in our state.”
About the Missouri Humanities Council 

The Missouri Humanities Council was founded in 1971 as an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. It serves to act as a catalyst for cultural organizations, helping them to connect with people and communities in dynamic ways that spark the deep excitement for story and learning that builds character, intellect, and understanding.  

The Missouri Humanities Council is recognized for its partnerships that make humanities institutions and programs more dynamic.  The Council supports these cultural organizations through a variety of means including consultative training, mentoring, grants, exhibit tours, literature and other resources.  The Council also sponsors the annual Governor’s Humanities Awards which acknowledge individuals and organizations for their outstanding contributions in the humanities.  More information about the many projects of MHC can be found on the Council website at www.mohumanities.org or by calling 1.800.357.0909. 
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